
 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, August 12, 2018 
Gospel – John 6: 41-51 
The Jews murmured about Jesus because he said to them, ”I am the bread that came down 
from heaven,” and they said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph?  Do we not know his 
father and mother?  Then how can he say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 
Jesus answered and said to them,  “Stop murmuring among your selves.  No one can come 
to me unless the Father who sent me draw him, and I will raise him on the last day.  It is 
written in the prophets: ‘they shall all be taught by God.’  Everyone who listens to my Father 
and learns from him comes to me.  Not that everyone has seen the Father except the one 
who is from God; he has seen the Father.  Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes has 
eternal life.  I am the bread of life.  Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert, but they 
died;  this is the bread that comes down from heaven so that one may eat it and not die. 
I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.” 
 
Questions to Ponder: 
   

1. Have you ever been the subject of “Bad mouthing”?  How did you respond to this 
mean evaluation of who you are?  Did you get angry, retaliate, let it go or ignore 
it? What lesson did you learn from this event? 

2. Why are these people so doubtful of Jesus’ message ? 
3. How does this message speak to you about WHO Jesus is?  How does the 

Eucharist feed your belief in eternal life?    
 
 

 
 
End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now and 
ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


